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REPCRT OF THE CIVIL AERCNAUTICS BOARD
of the
Investigaltion of an Accacent Involvang Airerafl aa Aar
Carrier QOperation

A ground collision atcident which occurred at the Municipal Airport,
Abilene, Texas, at about 6:40 pem. on January 21, 1942, resulted in the de-
struction of two Aeronca airplanes, riodel 65T, NC 294R4, and NC 34455, and
mejor damage to Aeronca model 65 TAL, NC 36683, all omed by Abilene Avzation
Schools None of them was occupiede A Douglas DC=3 airplane, NC 21794, owned
and operated by fmerican Airlines, Ince., also received major damzge. HNone of
the ®1 passengers in the Douglas or 1ts crew of three received any injuries.
The crew consisted of Captain Henry T. lyers and First Officer Victor E. James,
both of mhan were properly certaficated arnd approprzately rated, and Stevardess
Dorothy Marphy.

The Douglas vas making the flasht designated by American .arlines as Trap
Noe 25/4—1, wach originmated at Iew York vwaith Los Angeles as 1is destination.
Internediate stops were scheduled at varicus porabts, inecluding Abilene, Texas.

Trip 1 departed from Fort Worth on schedule and proceeded without inecident
until 1t reached Abilene, As a nornal landing was being conpleted and hile
the plane was rollinr west on the east-iwest rummey at about 50 miles per hour,
1ts landang lashts packed oud a2 military airveraft directly 1n 1ts path and
only 600 or 700 feet awey. The milatary plane was baxying soulh to north
across lhe runway, and 1ts camouflaging made 1t scarcely discermible, Captaan
Iyers slowed down as quackly as possible by usc of his brakes, but as this
world nob have been sufficient to prevent a collision, he unlocked his tail
el and swerved to the left. This swerve carried hin clear of the plane on
Ui runiay, but also started a groundloop to the left vhich he 1as unable To
noop vatll the Douglas had collided wnth the three unoccupied lLeroncas, two
¥ 1hach were parked in front of the hangar and the thirc in the hangar door.

Subsequent investigzation disclosed that the mlibary plane on the rumay
vas oane of rmine which had been refucling near the adminmastration bualding just
south of the east~west runwey at tac tine loud speekers announced the approach
art woitended landing of Trap 1. The aurpord .ianazer had intended that the
pilobs of these mine planes cross the easteiest rmumay at 2 rumvay 1atersection
farther west and then return east to a2 designeted parkisg space north of the
east—est rumway, However, he did not issue specific ilasuructioas as to how
these planes should proceed to the parking arca,

PROBLBLE CAUSE: fLectaon of the pilot of the mlatary plane in taxyins across the
path of the air carrier aircraft rakinz a nisht landing,

CONTRIBUTTNG le Farlure of station manager for the air carrier ianvolved to
FACTORS: take precauntions to have the rumvey kept clear pendang
arraval of the scheduled flight,

e Fallure of the caity airport manager to take proper precau-
tions 1a handling the Jrmy aireraft on the field at a time
1hen an airline trip ias sch;eduled to arrive.
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